RECREATION COMMISSION
MINUTES
June 4, 2014

CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Watchung Recreation Commission was called to order at 7:40
pm by Bill Jacques, Chairman of the Recreation Commission who determined the
meeting had been called in accordance with the N.J.S.A. 20:4-6 et seq. Notice of this

meeting was given by annual notice to the official newspapers, and posted at Borough
Hall. '

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

ROLL CALL:

L. Monetti ( P ); B. Jacques ( P ); D. Beck-Clemens ( P ). C. Zaikov ( A ); D. Mobus ( P );
C. Murphy (P ); J. Pennett ( A ); S. Mersereau ( A ) M. Onuska (P )

CONSENT AGENDA: C. Murphy made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 7, 2014
meeting, D. Beck-Clemens second the motion.

COORDINATOR’S REPORT: Attached

VOUCHERS SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL:

Community Picnic;
Mr. John — Temporary Restroom @ Mobus Field $75.00
Rileighs — Welcome Banner $150.00
Taylor Rental — Tables and Chairs $213.25
Will Shaw — Comic/Juggler $300.00
Marino’s Pizza — 40 Pies $400.00
Fun Services — Obstacle Course, Moon Bounce, Game Tents,
Train, Popcorn and Cotton Candy $3300.00
L. Monetti — Product purchased for Community Picnic
BJ’s Wholesale — Food, Beverages, Paper Products $669.86
Oriental Trading — Game Prizes, Balloons, Décor $333.67
Party City — Foil Pans; Lids, Sterno’s $14.00
Popcorn — 1 case — 24/12 oz. packs $43.62
Staples — Sponsor Banner $52.42
/[
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CORRESPONDENCE:

Program/Event insurance, accident premium amount due  $1601.00
Adjustments — Cancellation of Field Hockey Program

Addition of Fishing Derby Event - $167.00

Total Yearly Recreation Insurance Premium to date $1434.00

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Yankee Trip;

Members of the Commission expressed their opinions about the details of the Yankee
trip. D. Mobus mentioned that Little League was still going on at that time and that it
was a school and work night. Dave suggested having the recreation members be
responsible to help sell some of the tickets next time they were to run a trip.

B. Jacques mentioned the Commission planned the trip in anticipation of selling out the
tickets because it was a Yankees vs. Mets game and that they felt it would be well
attended. Bill reported that unfortunately the only options for a game with these two
teams together were a Monday or Tuesday evening. The Commission agreed an evening
event should be planned on a Friday in the future in order to be available to more
residence.

Community Picnic;

The Commission discussed the details of the Community Picnic. D. Beck-Clemens
mentioned that the town’s table should be improved for the next event. She reported that
as the event is to bring awareness to local businesses the venders should not be able to
sell their goods or be aggressive in obtaining resident information such as email
addresses during the event.

Member Appointment;

B. Jacques made a motion to appoint M. Onuska as a member on the Recreation
Commission after the resignation of Andy Baldasarre. D. Mobus second the motion.
All were in favor.

Fishing Derby;

The Commission decided to change the time frame for the Fishing Derby in September,

from 9:00 am — 12:30 pm to 9:00 am — 11:30 am, starting the awards portion of the event
at 11:00 am instead of 11:30. All were in favor.



Fishing Camp;

Matt Buglovsky, a teacher at Valley View School asked for the Commission’s approval
to run a fishing camp at Watchung Lake. D, Mobus suggested that more details for the
camp should be submitted before an approval should be made. All were in favor.

Tennis Program;

The Commission talked about options of running a summer youth tennis program.

D. Mobus mentioned he knew of some possible candidates. M. Onuska proposed running
a program on a break even basis, using a reasonable fee, that would cover the insurance
costs. D. Beck-Clemens made a motion to put a tennis program in place for our youth and
have it run by a tennis coach. C. Murphy second the motion. All were in favor. D. Mobus
offered to contact potential instructors to see who would be interested and available to
run a program at the Mobus Field courts.

Fishing Camp;

Matt Buglovsky, a teacher at Valley View School asked for the Commission’s approval
to run a fishing camp at Watchung Lake. D. Mobus suggested that more details for the
camp should be submitted before an approval should be made. All were in favor.

Playground;

The Commission discussed the playground equipment project details. B. Jacques thought
it was important not to rush into a decision. He felt if safety was a concern with the
existing equipment that we could take it out and then work out a plan to replace it.

D. Mobus felt that a $20,000 budget would not be sufficient to purchase a new structure
and that the Commission should consider fund raising to add to the amount available.

D. Beck-Clemens suggested putting a sub-committee together. C. Murphy made a
motion to nominate D. Mobus as head of the Playground committee, B. Jacques second
the motion. M. Onuska as well as B. Jacques agreed to be a part of the committee.

REPORTS OF CHAIRPEOPLE:

Recreation Basketball Special Events

Boys Traveling Basketball Girls Traveling Basketball
Somerset County Activities Adult Basketball
Volleyball Tennis

Commission Reports;

As the commissions members are to give reports on programs being run through the
Recreation department, D. Beck-Clemens suggested reassigning the program list to
Commission members as we now have a change in members.



ADJOURNMENT:

C. Murphy made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 pm, D. Beck-Clemens second

the motion. The next regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, September 3rd, 2014 at
7:30PM at Borough Hall, at 15 Mountain Boulevard.

Respectfully Submitted By

da Monetti
Rec. Secretary/Coordinator



WATCHUNG RECREATION
COORDINATOR’S REPORT
JUNE 4, 2014

1. The May 12 Yankee trip sales were not as successful as the August 31, 2013 trip when
we were able to sell all tickets. The total sales for the May 12 trip was 19 out of 50
available tickets. The tickets were offered to surrounding towns and schools. The
consensus in the office was that it was a Monday night and most people had to work the
next day. Bill Jacques was able to sell the remaining tickets as a group for a total of

$440.00 making the total cost to the Borough $1560.46 for the ticket purchase and bus
fransport.

2. The Community Picnic event went smoothly. Attached is a list of all the donations from
local businesses and organizations for the event. The total cost for the venders, food and
supplies to run the event came to $5860.40. The face painter was not able to attend at the
last minute which would have been a nice touch to the event. The amount of monetary
donations came to $3025.00 making the total cost of the event to the Borough $2910.40,
less than prior years. The cost of our 2012 picnic after donations was $3660.35. The cost
of the 2013 event after donations came to $3923.22. I was encouraged by the
involvement of volunteers and business donations this year and I believe with the resident
turnout we had, the same businesses and organizations would want to be involved again
next year. Thank you letters were sent out for all the donations and volunteers. Two
suggestions were made for future events one that we should ask the county for larger
recycling buckets to use with small openings for bottles and cans. Also suggested was to
serve small soda cans and water bottles to save on waste. I will use these suggestions
for our Harvest Festival.

3. The fishing derby is scheduled for Saturday, September 20™. I will send out a save the
date to the schools, send it out through resident e-mail and notify the Mayor, Council,
Police, Rescue Squad and Fire department as well as the papers. Warren Blue Ridge
Sportsmen offered to help out at the event. They offered to help bait hooks, bring loner
rods and give out reusable shopping bags as well as make Zeppoles to give out at the
event. This group helps out in Warren Township for their fishing derby event which was
held this year on May 17™ this year and why they were not able to attend our Community
Picnic which was on the same day. Their donation of $100.00 to our Community Picnic
went to the cotton candy machine and the fishing rods and reels were well received by the
children as a giveaway at our event. The Borough’s assistant engineer Arlene McCoy
informed me that a donation of fish is likely for Watchung Lake by June 15% this year.
She stated that the N.J. Division of Fish and Wildlife contacted the Borough about the
dam repair project at Lake Surprise in the Watchung Reservation. They are looking for a
suitable location to relocate the salvaged fish from the lake of largemouth bass. Their
recent survey indicated that our lakes had a very low count of young-of-the year Bass
resulting in a very unbalanced fishery and therefore are considering our lakes for the
relocation of the salvaged fish from Lake Surprise. A. McCoy also stated that there are
two other recommended lakes for the fish relocation and that a decision had not yet been
made. This donation could benefit our fishing derby and the costs as well as help with the
amount and size of fish that is in the lake during that time.



4. The progress of the playground equipment replacement and area drainage are underway.
We have two price quotes for the equipment at this time and I am expecting another
quote from a non-state contracted company to use as a comparison. I will be contacting
two more state contracted companies so that we have more options as each company sells
a different product. Tom Herits, the Borough’s engineer, suggested taking out the
existing wood fiber from the area, filling that area with drainage pipes and drainage stone
to ground level of the park area, installing a 6¢ x 12” composite border around the
perimeter of the playground area and replacing the existing fiber, topping it off with fresh
fiber to save on the replacement costs. The Public Works manager Bob Burns mentioned
that they could remove the existing playground equipment and fiber putting aside the
fiber to replace it later. The Borough would have to contract the stone and drainage which
would be put in place after the equipment was installed. Once the equipment, drainage
pipes and stone is in place Public works could put in the composite border, replace the
existing fiber and add more fiber to conform to the recommended depth of fiber
according to height / fall ratio (12 ft. fall zone requires a 12 ft. depth of fiber an 8 ft. fall
zone requires an 8 ft. depth of fiber). The depth of fiber will then depend on the height of
the tallest piece of newly installed equipment. Another more costly but permanent
solution would be to add macadam to the surface of the drainage stone and add a rubber
surface to the macadam which there are several options to choose from such as a pour
surface or pieced matting. B. Burns is in the process of getting an estimate for the

macadam and he will provide me with a copy of the estimate for our records when it is
complete.

5. JeffIsaacs was contacted by the Boy Scout Council last week about details of his Eagle
Scout project. They wanted more information on the process of putting together the three
tennis court benches that was part of his project. After opening one of the bench boxes in
the shed no directions were found and so Jeff will try to get the information online so that

they can be turned into the council as requested. Jeff is hoping to get an approval from
the council in the near future.



