et Waste Pollutes
Our Waters

What You Can Do To Help Protect Our Water

Clean and plentiful water isimportant to our families, our environment, our economy and our quality of life.

Didyou know that animal waste from pets can pollute our waters? When left on the ground, pet wasteiswashed by
rain and melting snow andiceinto stormdrainsthat carry it to our rivers, lakes, the ocean and drinking water.

Anima waste contai nsahigh concentration of nutrientsaswell asbacteriaand di sease-causing microorganismsthat can
causeproblems.
What you can do

Pet ownersor anyonewho takesyour pet for walksmust properly dispose of thewaste by pickingit up, wrappingit and either
placingitinthetrash or flushing it unwrapped downthetoilet.

Your municipality isrequired to adopt and enforceloca pet-wastelaws. At aminimum, your community must require
that pet ownersor their keepersimmediately and proper ly dispose of their pet’s solid waste deposited on any public
or privateproperty not owned or possessed by that per son. Peoplewith assi stance animal s such as Seeing Eye
dogsareexempt.

Make sureyou know what your municipality requires—and follow it.

Thank you for doing your part to keep New Jersey’swatersclean.

For moreinfor mation, please contact thefollowing:

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Water Qudity

Bureau of Nonpoint Pollution Control

Municipa Stormwater Regulation Program

(609) 633-7021 -

Vist www.njstormwater.org or Www.nonpoi ntsource.org

Additiona informationisalsoavailableat U. S.
Environmental ProtectionAgency Web sites
WwWw.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater or www.epa.gov/nps
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